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eReaders – 'e Future is Now Soo0
by Sandra D. Cobur0

It is true that this new form of book can be made available to many people rapidly at 
a much lower cost, but without the color, style, or quality to which we have 

become accustomed. 
Fr. Tacitus, on the advent of the printing press

Okay, I made that up, but I imagine that medieval scribes felt about books printed by moveable type the 
way I feel about electronic books. Illuminated manuscripts, lovingly inscribed and lavishly illustrated with 
gold leaf and bright colors on vellum, were works of art. How sad it must have been to realize that printed 
books would soon take their place. 

Of course, the printed book did have its good points. A printed book didn't take years to make and was 
inexpensive enough that it didn't need to be chained to the library wall.

With e-books, we are no longer chained to the library. For the cost of a quality bookshelf, a reader can 
hold the library in the palm of her hand. Don’t get me wrong – I love bookshelves. I love libraries. I love 
books. I also love illuminated manuscripts, but I acknowledge those days are gone. 

With the high cost of printing, shipping, and storing paper books, I believe the day of the e-book is upon 
us. Well, nearly. There were over a dozen dedicated eReaders showcased at the 2010 Consumer 
Electronics Show. Here is the lowdown on four eReaders aimed at the fiction reader market.

Kindle   Amazon's eReader wasn't the first on the market, but it was the first that was well-supported and 
boasts the largest market share among eReaders. The Kindle has a 3G wireless connection to Amazon and 
is Audible-compatible for those who enjoy audio books. There is a Kindle app for the iPhone and iPod 
Touch, another boost for the Kindle eBook format. 

Sony   The Sony PRS600SC has a touch screen, but no wireless connectivity. You have to connect to the 
computer to download books to the eReader. The Sony handles a variety of file types and the memory is 
expandable through memory cards. The Sony is available through Sony, Borders, and independent book 
stores. Unfortunately, Sony hasn't been very proactive with its marketing or its technology, and they need 
to step things up because the competition is getting fierce.

Nook   Barnes and Noble entered the eReader market with the recent introduction of the Nook. The Nook 
has dual screens – an e-ink upper screen for reading and a small LCD color screen for navigation. The 
Nook features a touch screen, expandable memory, and Wi-Fi capabilities. Spring Design is suing Barnes 
and Noble over the Nook for misappropriating trade secrets and violating a non-disclosure agreement it 
had with Spring Design.
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Alex   Spring Design first approached Barnes and Noble with its Alex, but when Barnes and Noble turned 
them away, they made a deal with Borders and Kobo to support their eReader. The Alex is more expensive 
than the other three readers, but it has dual screens, expandable memory, Wi-Fi, and Android-based 
technology. The Alex is capable of full web access.  You can even watch videos on its 3 1/2-inch lower 
screen, giving new meaning to the term short film. I would love to get my hands on an Alex – but I can't. 
The Alex missed its original release date and is now expected in early March.

Other dedicated eReaders at the 2010 CES were aimed at the business market – often sporting large or 
dual screens for handling documents and periodicals. 
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